Splenectomy is known to increase the risk of overwhelming bacterial infection. The spleen seems to play an important role in host defence mechanisms. Recently, a number of studies on the role of the spleen employing human subjects as well as experimental animals have been carried out. However, the results are controversial.
Lymphocyte proliferation (6H-TdR incorporation) of splenectoznized and sham-operated mice by PHA 1) Response to PHA of non-operated mice : 2425±226
(21.3±2.6) 2) 0.1 ml of peripheral lymph node cells suspension (6 x 106 cells/m/) was incubated for 48 h with 0.05 ml of PHA (50 pg1m1) and further incubated for 24 h with 0.05 ml of 81-I-TdR (4pCi/ml). After that, 8H-TdR incorporations were measured. 3) Each value shows mean ±SD in triplicate cultures.
4) Stimulation Index
DPM of 6H-TdR uptake to PHA DPM of 61-1-TdR uptake without impulse of mitogen 5) p<0.01 (6 x 106 cells/m/) separated from mice immunized with OCB-BGG was incubated for 48 h with 0 .05 ml of OCB-BGG (500 pg/m1) and further incubated for 24 h with 0.05 ml of 81-I-TdR (4 pCi/rn/) . After that, 61-I-TdR incorporations were mea sured.
2) Each value shows mean ± SD in triplicate cultures .
3) Stimultation = I ndex DPM of 8H-TdR uptake to OCB-BGG DPM of 611-TdR uptake without impulse of OCB-BGG 4) p<0.01 Fig. 2 Changing pattern of lymphocyte subpopulations in peripheral lymphnodes of mice using monoclonal anti bodies 1) Non-operation : age-and sex-matched controls 2) 5 x 106/ml of peripheral lymph node suspension was prepared for analysis of lymphocyte subpopulation using FACS and monoclonal antibodies. Fig. 3 Changing pattern of lymphocyte subpopulations in blood of mice using monoclonal antibodies 1) Non-operation : age-and sex-matched controls 2) Mice were bled from cardiac puncture. Blood was collected and pooled from each groups.
3) The percentage of lymphocyte subpopulations in blood was determined using FACS and monoclonal antibodies. 
